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possible that Hitler intended to annex Austria on this occasion,
but the firm line taken by Mussolini persuaded him to draw back.
Austria had rather less than four years' respite.

In fact Italy, like Russia, was at this date thoroughly alarmed
by the German menace, and turned towards France. A Franco-
Italian treaty signed at the end of 1934 granted certain Italian
demands in East Africa, where French Somaliland bordered
Italian Eritrea. Mussolini was already preparing for his
Abyssinian venture.

Anglo-German naval treaty. While France was trying to draw
nearer to Russia and Italy she was feeling somewhat coolly
towards Britain, for in this same year, 1935, Hitler had negotiated
a naval agreement with Britain, by which he undertook to limit
his strength in surface vessels to 35 per cent of that of the British
navy. The treaty was part of the policy laid down in Mein
Kampf and attempted also by the Kaiser's government before
the first great war, of securing if possible the neutrality of Britain
in the oncoming struggle. It was not denounced or broken by
Hitler till the summer of 1939 when he realized that British
neutrality was beyond his hopes,

The Stresa declaration. However, Britain, France, and Italy
were now acting together, and when, in March 1935, Hitier
formally repudiated the whole of the armaments clauses of the
treaty of Versailles and proclaimed conscription as henceforth
the law of Germany, Mussolini invited the premiers and foreign
ministers of Britain and France to meet him at Stresa on Lake
Maggiore. Here the three governments issued a joint declara-
tion condemning the German action in the most solemn and
outspoken terms.

Stresa, Eke Locarno, is a landmark in the history of the twenty
years between the two wars. The Locarno treaties (1925) were
an attempt to bring back Germany to her proper place as a
colleague and collaborator in the peaceful development of
Europe. It failed, and Hitler arose. The Stresa declaration
(1935) was an attempt to convince Germany that the non-German
great powers would not tolerate the new Nazi lawlessness, and
that, if necessary, they would crush it. Why did Stresa fail?
It failed because Italy also had lawless projects of her own to
pursue. Within six months of the Stresa declaration Mussolini